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Each child’s parent reported that he/she had been screened for hearing and that no problems were reported.  Each was growing up in a monolingual English environment.  The following additional criteria were gained through parental report:
1. The child had not been referred to speech and language therapy.
2. The parents did not feel that the child began using language later than his or her peers.
3. No one in the immediate family had been suspected of having language or communication difficulties.
4. The parents did not suspect that the child had language or communication difficulties; and
5. The child had no known neurological disorders.
For each recording, the child played in the playroom with the same caregiver (a parent or grandparent) and was recorded for approximately 35 minutes. No scripted elicitation took place, but before beginning the recording, caregivers were asked to attempt at some point to initiate a conversation about something that had happened in the recent past in order to encourage the children to use a wider variety of verb tenses than what they might use during the normal course of playing with toys (Crystal, 1982). Otherwise, the caregivers were asked to carry on a normal conversation with the child as they would while playing together at home.
