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Charles Colson and Howard Hunt,  Telephone Call

(Dictabelt recording) November 13, 1972

Colson:

H’leoo,hm[hh




    [

Hunt:


    [Hi:[:.




          [

Colson:


          [.hhh How’r we do(in’.=ehheh

Hunt:

Well: uh: ’bout iz well ez c’n be expected How er you:,

Colson:

You know jist about the sa:me.

(  Ø  ):

(khhhh)

Colson:

Chr:i(h)st tryina(b) .hhhh hho:l:d the pie(ces tihgether.(
Hunt:

ehYe:ah,[C’ngratulations on yer victory:.=




 [

Colson:


 [.hhh

Colson:

=Thank (you.hh h-Uh::b- (.) you::-: uh’m sorry thet* uh,hmhh .k.hh.hh (0.2)



uh we heven’ been celebrating it tihgether with: mhh,hhh nhh=uh(: kmhh .plk



good champa(:gne end uh: good sco:tch [but* uh ] .h h h h ]hhh Wi’ll[ h o p e- ]








  [             ]              ]
          [              ]

Hunt:






  [Ah hah,] hah hah ]                [Well th’r]

may yet come a ti:me who kno:w[s,





  [

Colson:





  [It(’ll come,h I assure yuh. .h hhh Lemme uh:m



ih-:-: lumme before you say anything.=Lemme say a couple a’ things.=(O:ne,



.hhhhhh uh:b brghhhhhh hë- (0.9) .p.t ((swallow)) I don’ know what’s going o:n 



he:re. other tha:n.h I em to:l:d thed (1.1) hü-uh(: everybuddy’:s gunnuh c’m 



°(out° (alright.h Thet’s all I (know.hhh[h








 [

Hunt:






 [Ah[(hhah.








        [

Colson:






        [An:d eh:b I’ve del:iberately no:t

Colson:

(0.3) [a:st any specifig question:s=



         [

Hunt:

         [(          )

Hunt:

=Right.  

Colson:

Fuh this (rea(son.[ .t.hmh.t.hh (0.6)] üthat* eh-uhmghm-ghm 





    [________(1.1)_______]




(0.2)

(Hunt):

[(           )



[

Colson:

[I hev my (own idears about how things (’ll kmhh turn out.hhuhh[m But*]h











   [
   ]

Hunt:









   [A h :  h]a,

Colson:

.hhhhh (0.6) An’ I’m not- worried about ’em a:nd you shouldn’t (be.h




(0.2)

Colson:
 ____
But .hh-.hh I’ve alweez thaw:t. thet if it ((came to ay um ghhm::


    |

( Ø ):
    |
(All set)


    |


 (1.0)
((crack[ling))


    |
           [

Colson:__|__
            [.hhhh open trial,mhh.t.hh-.hh thet I would wanna be free:,hhh to uh



 mhhh (0.3) .hh-.hh come into it- (0.4) and uhb mhh-mh (1.3) ü-uh:: (character,



hhh and (uh mhm testimony en(:d-nd and uh .p.hh-.hh (0.9) etceter etceter(a.



kh[mhhh



    [

Hunt:

    [°Y e : :[z..° ]




    [       ]

Colson:


    [.hhh] .h[hhh    [hh]





     [          [    ]=

Hunt:



     [Mm h[m,]

Colson:

=Uh::b (0.6) üTherefore the less: details I know of what’s going on:, in some

 ways the be’r.h

Hunt:

Ye:s. I appreciate tha:t

Colson:
 ____
p This is (a:ll.[.hhh


    |

          [


    |

           [((crackling))


 (0.7)

Colson:__|__
p s-So: (.) ee-: I hev tried dih stay out’v uh easking .hhh-.hhhhh (mrgh-mrgh(


suh-p’sific quish’ns, en it’s very hard fer me dih (do that. fuh the reason thet-

gnkk (0.7) thet* you er en ol:d,h an’ dea:r frien:dü and eh .hhhhhh hh-uh(: h-



hI’m su:re you (.) you regret the day I ever recommended yih dih the °(White



’ou:se,°=      ((smile voice))

Hunt:

=(Not in the (least Chuck I:’m jus’ sorry thet it turned out the [way it  d i]:d.=










           [

   ]

Colson:








            [.hhh-.hhh]

Colson:

=We:ll (.) I am (too:.=obvious(ly.=hEn I:, ë-I: (.) hhope tuh hell yih hed



nothing dih do with it? An:dü mghh I’ve: clung duh that- (0.2) buhllief?=en ev



tol’ people °thed?° nh And* eh [.hh-.hh-.hhhh-.hhhh)] hë-an:d if yuh (did h’v=






            [__________(1.2)__________]

Colson:

=any=dih do with it ah’m go:d damn sure it w’z bec’z you w’r doin’ what chu



were tol’ duh do,hhh=

Colson:

=C[’z   y e r ]



     [
       ]

Hunt:

     [That’s  e]xac’ly right i[t w’z (uh-)] 






   [
         ]

Colson:

 

                [a   l o y a l ] soldier obviously,h

Colson:

ë-En alweez hev been? .hh[h






    [







Hunt:




    [WOULDJU BE wil[l i n g ] (             )](yih-)








           [
          ]

  ]

Colson:






           [fer yer] (country,]



[((who[oshing noise,] tape glitch))



[         [

       ]

Hunt:

[(0.3)  [h u n h  (0.3)]WouldJU BE: uh: wuh willing t*o receive a memorandum



from me.

Colson:

[ .hhhhhhhhhh] Well the only- Yea:h?hh (uh[:



[______(1.0)_____]



       [








       [

Hunt:


           



       [For yer (.) ge[neral informa]tion.










    [

Colson:




         



    [ e h h h h h h ]




(0.2)

Colson:

eh-(Yah ix[(cept-]




     [
    ]

Hunt:


     [C’z  I  ](think it might help you:[(         )








       [

Colson:






       [Ixcept there’re (thhings you may



not want=tell (me.hhh[hh





          [

Hunt:



          [nNo, there’s really nothing I don’t wantuh t*ell you, I



would think thet (.) you could receive this memorandum, .hhh read it en destroy



(it.h

Colson:

°No I (couldn’t*.° nhh[h





           [

Hunt:



           [You couldn’ do tha:t.=

Colson:

=Nope?=the reas’n I ca:n’t.[(.hh-.hh hh)] is the same reas’n (.) ih-ih yer letter.h=






     [_____(0.8)____]

Colson:
 ____
=to me?h [uh:]


    |

   [     ]

(Hunt):
    |

   [(    ]        [         )


 (0.3)


      [


    |


    (([clack ))


    |

Colson:
__|__
.p.hhhhhhh when I gut thet- (0.3) en then I w’z eaast (.) by, mkhh Federal



authorities:? (.) did I (ever ë-had I hed ’ny c’mmunication?=I sid (yeah I’ve



(received this lett(er?=en,hh (.) en here’s [(.hh-.hhhh .hh-.hhhh)] here it (i:s.=








    [____________(1.1)_________]

Colson:

=Yih know I, I can’t* ih yih can’t (0.2) id-git (.) in the puhsition where yer



pkhhhhmhhm neh:perjur(ing.hhm .tch




(0.2)

Hunt:

No a’course not.=

Colson:

=p .h (So [I d-)




   [

Hunt:


   [Which I am afrai:d John Mitchell is awready do:ne.h

Colson:
 ____
mWell,


    |


 (0.5)

((whoo[shing  noise, [ tape glitch))


    |

           [

        [

Hunt:
__|__

           [(mHm.)
        [


    |



        [


 (0.3)



        [


    |



        [

Colson:
__|__ 



        [I can’t (.) ih the (problem (is yih see don’wunnuh

git indih the puhsition of  ehb mhhhh [.hmhh .t.hh hhhhh (0.3) ü- (0.2) mgk (0.2)] 

            



         [________________________(3.3)_______________________]



uhhhhhh d’n wanna git in the puhsition of knowing something thet I don’t now 


_____
kno:w,h fur the (reason that I wanna be perfic’ly (free:.

    |


 (1.1)

((whooshing noise))


    |

Colson:
__|__
tuh help yeh.hh An:’ the only way I c’n help yuh: is: .hhhhh (.) hü-uh:m to 



remain, hmhh- (0.9) as completely: uh(: (0.3) yih know, uhknowing ez I (em.




(.)

Hunt:

.p I: see,h




(.)

Colson:

See (my preyrum lemme tellyuh the prey(lum.h is thet .hhhh h-uh ((click)) (2.0)



(Well.hhm .tch Ah c’n do you a lot more good by: (.) by not know- (.) by



(honestly being able a’ (.) testify: thet* (.) I don’ (know.h (0.3) j’s don’ know 



 the answer. uh:m. (1.2) p an’ ah (don’t.hh=

Hunt:

=Ah ha[:h.



            [

Colson:

            [hEn right now I don’t know (0.2) (anything (about the god damn



Watergat*e. Na[h-




            [

Hunt:



[(Yah[:.





           [

Colson:



           [.p.hhhhh supposing Teddy Kennedy holds iz hearings.=en I



get* called up there.=We(:ll? [(.hhhh.t.hhhh)](Uh::b. mhhh ah-I ca:n’t (.) refuse=






          [______(1.1)_____]

Colson:

=tuh answer en I (woul(dn’t.=I’d answer thid uh I jis’ don’ ((know (I ed °((no°

Colson:

i(dea what happened.=

Hunt:

=Ya:h.




(0.3)

Hunt:

Mm h[m



         [

Colson:

         [.pt En I don’t*.




(0.9)

Hunt:

’Course I’m never gonna be put on the sta:nd ez it sta:nds no:[w.










        [

Colson:








        [.p That’s right.




(0.5)

Hunt:

An:d uh so I won’t (.) uh have the opp’tun’y duh say one, mghh one thing er


_____
another.


    |

(Cols):
 (0.7)
(.hh-.hh-.hh)


    |

Hunt:
__|__
U[h  :  :  :  :  ,  ]



   [
          ]

Colson:

   [Well you do]n’ (wann[(oo.]






  [       ]

Hunt:




  [yih- ]YOU (WOULDN’T* uh be willing dih talk tuh



my attorney,h




(0.5)  ((begin crackling noise))

Hunt:

Wouldn’ that be a different affair,h




(0.5)  ((crackling continues))

Colson:

eh-Uh:hhshhh whuhh!




(5.2)  ((now sounds like a car backing up))

Colson:

I don’ (kno(:w.=Howard.(
(Hunt):

°°((Mhm)°°




(0.2)

Colson:
 ____
I don’ know whether it is er it is(n’t*.


    |


    |

(0.6)


    |




    |

((clank clank))


    |


    |

(2.1)


    |


 (4.7)

((clack))


    |


    |

(0.5)

    |



    |

((tik))

    |



    |

(0.3)


    |

Colson:
__|__
He wou[ld-




[

Hunt:


[Tha’ w’z[:





   [

Colson:



   [(He would know (be:st.=i[f  i t   w e r e .(]








         [

         ]

Hunt:





                      [That  w’z a sug]gestion of hi(:s. 




(1.9)

Colson:

1Well hell (ah’ll talk to ’im. That’s not a problem I mean ah’ll be (guuah) dih tuk



toom.=I’m sure thet ÿer being watched*. .hh[hh








       [

Hunt:






       [(Oh I am (too:,h

Colson:

And (.) eh not by: (Feder’l (authoritie[s  I’m]







          [
         ]

Hunt:





          [No  no]:.

Colson:

sure the Washingt[ton (P]ost is watching yih.





   [
  ]

Hunt:



   [mghh ]

Hunt:

No.




(0.3)

Hunt:

.khahhh Ah::: phhhh well.=The (reason I ca:lled (you: was tuh make uh: 



(0.5) ge:t back tuh the beginning he:re (.) i:s .hhhh becuz iv commitments thut 



(.) were made to all of us: et thee: on(se:t.h .hh have (not been kept*.




(0.8)

Hunt:

.t.k (0.2) An:’ there’s a great deal’v unea:se en concern on the part’v:: (.) seven



defendants ’n:d,h .h (.) possibly:: well I’m quite sure (me least’v all(:.




(0.6)

Hunt:

But* uh,h there’s a great deal of uh,h of (uh: financial expense here that iz: not



been covered end* what we’ve been getting iz been coming in (0.6) uh- very minor



dribs en (dra:bs,h .hhh a:n:d uh Parkinsin who’s been the go betwee:n with my



attorneys doesn’ seem dih be very eff(ective end wi’r .hhh now reaching a point



et* which [ u h : ]




   [          ]

Colson:


   [Okay.] You’ve told me all: (.) thet uh don’t tell me any more.h=

Hunt:

  [O(kay)]



=[
  ]

Colson:

  [b’cuz I,] I understand en lemme: ehb .t.hh.hh Lemme just [uh










      [

Hunt:








      [Becuz these people

Hunt:

uv really got tuh dig ü-this is a long hau:l thing ’n the stakes er very very(hi:gh, .hhh=

Colson:

  [Goddamn right.]



=[

  ]

Hunt:

  [End I:  thought ]thet you would wantuh kno:w .hhh thet this thin:g mus’ not break



apart*,h .hhh uh for foolish (reas(ons.

Colson:

I agree.




(2.0)

Colson:

uh-Ye(ah. (Oh no:. Chris’ no. Every(buddy gits(



(0.3)

Hunt:

Yea[h. hEn whal we] get* uh: yihknow third ’n fou:rth hand reassurances still=



       [

       ]

Colson:

       [°((               ).°]

Hunt:

=thee, .hh the ready is not a(vailable.

Colson:

(Mm[:hm,



         [

Hunt:

         [hheh hha hha




(0.4)

Colson:

I folluh,




(0.3)

Hunt:

That’s the basic problem.

Colson:

I follow yih.




(0.2)

Colson:

I fol’ yë .hh.hh.hhh Okay.h Well that’s (.) that ee- eh you’ve told me all I needa



know,

Hunt:

hhh(h)[A(h)lri]:ght



          [
          ]

Colson:

          [End uh]

Colson:

..hh.hhh A:n’ I c’n .pt (0.2) (eh::.hhh Ey mean I- uh .hhh thë (.) the less I kno:w-


_____
(0.4) üreally of


     |


     |

(0.6)


     |


 (1.0)

((click))


     |


     |

(0.3)


     |

Colson:
 __|__
e[h wut]



  [         ]

Hunt:

  [O k a]:[y,




 [

Colson:

              [what h[eppen:dü the more help I kin be dih you:.





[

Hunt:



[(Su:re,)




(0.4)

Hunt:

Awright, now (we’ve set a deadline: now for: close of business on the twunny



fifth a’ November fer the resolution the s:- thee: liquida(tion) of ,h everything



thet’s ou:tstanding.




(.)

Colson:

(Mm:hm?



(.)

Hunt:

And this is: d-I’m now talk’n about promises fr’m July: in Augist*.h

Colson: _____
(Mmhm?

    |


    |    









Colson: (2.8)
(.hhh.hhh) °hmhhhh°


    |


    |

Hunt:
__|__
There just* uh been en apparent uh:,h unconcer:n?=uh (0.3) .p ’course we c’d



understa:nd s’m hesidincy prior dih the e(lection but there doesn’t seem dih 



be any (0.5) ((clink)) of tha:t now.=Of course wir well aware of the upcoming



prob’ms ’v the Senate?=’nd uh 

Colson:

Well thet’s wher it gets: (.) mnhairy i[z hell.]







        [          ]

Hunt:





        [(         ]       )[t h i : n g s ? ]









   [

]

(  Ø  )






        ((w))[(            exac]tly.)




(0.2)

Colson:

.tlk See (my- .hhkhhhh fih yoor infuhmation. eh-Howard* uh:bmhhh-kh-mh (0.3) 



mk (0.6) uh °this thing eh a’ course this iz hurt iss a:ll.h bec’z uh° [(.hh-.hhhh)]=











   [____(1.0)____ ]

Colson:

=hheh:: mhhhh (1.2) everybuddy,hh it wiz: ih jist (0.2) dunfortunate iz



(he(:l[l.=Bu[t



          [
        [

           

Hunt:

          [(mgh)[Mm h[m , ]





      [      ]

Colson:


                   [(m:]but the Democrats made such ’n issue out iv: the



[who[le god damn] .p.h[hh



[       [

   ]       [

Hunt:

[.hh  [W u l   u  h ]       [On the (other hand i[t kept ’em fr’m[a(.)ddrehhsing=








       [

       [

Colson:

                                                                        [(eff kuh vey-)  [.h

Hunt:

=th’mse(h)lves tuh th(h)e (rea(h)l issue(h)[s.








    [

Colson:






    [We:ll, I alweez thought when I write



my memoirs a’ this buu- of this campaign.=thet I’m g’nna say thet the Watergate

Colson:

(w’z brilliantly conceived.h .hhhhh a:s en escapa:de thet would (uh dIvert 



the Democrats’ attention from the real issues in therefore permit iss to win a 



la:n’slide thet we [prülly wouldn’ a’]won otherwise.]




               [

      ]

      ]

Hunt:



  [ e  h  h     h  e  h   ] h u h   huh  h u]h [huh huh









           [

Colson:






                        [.hh .hh mBuhh(h)ut uh 



serious[ly.



           [

Hunt:

           [Whether you believed it er (no(h)t uh [huh ]








         [        ]

Colson:

     



         [(NO] I (listen I: (.) think thez a lid’l 

(.) the:z a good bit a’ valididee dih that th[esis






  [

Hunt:





               [I (do) too(:.=Mm(hm?

Colson

.pt I really (do? .p.hhh Dumb bastards?=(were uh .p.t.hhh w’r on in issue thit* 



the public couldn’ care (less a(bout.=[(r  e a l l y, ]







          [

     ]

Hunt:





          [Buh you see] I- uh-uh- (I haven’t=







          [







          [((begin metallic hammering noises))

Hunt:

=known: et any time what sort of en input chu were gettin:g [from Dean en=










      [









   
      [((crashing slide))

Hunt:

=other peop[le,




      [

Colson:

                   [Minimum.hhmh

Hunt:

about who w’z responsible fer all (this.=

Colson:

=Minimum for:(b) for(b) very good rea(s’ns becu:z if: s:omeb’ddy (told (me,h

Hunt:

Yah:.

Colson:

.hhhh See- ih (here- ih (limme tell you the buhzition I’m (in.=I- (.) (mrghh-



mg-gm. hü-I’m (0.9) pt (0.2) whether I stay in: the White House fer a while er



whether I (leave.h doesn’ matter. .hhh h- I wanna be in a puhsition:,h




(0.3)  ((voices in background))

Colson:

tuh help (you.[mhhhh.]




          [
           ]




          [__(0.4)__]




(0.3)

Hunt:

[Right.



[

Colson:

[.p.t.hh.hhh O(kay. (That means I heftuh be eb- (.) openly talk tuh (people.



mhh[hh



      [

Hunt:

      [Mmhm.

Colson:

.t.hhh And ehb- (1.0) ë-and, no metter (who it i:s: (.) uhb,h (.) (from a s-



character stan’point er innything else.h .hhh (.) be able duh sa:y- (0.3) uh-things



about chu thet I wanna say:.=Now .hhh I ca::n’t do tha:t (.) the moment I know



something thet (.) makes it impossible for me dih tuk tih (people.

Hunt:

Right.=

Colson:

=.hh.hh An’ the moment I know somethin’ thet makes it impëssible for me dih



tawk tih people.




(0.3)

Hunt:

°Mhm.° 

Colson:

p that, I gotta be: hm-then (I gutta be eh [(mnhhh ehhhh mn)] (uh-:-: (0.5)








  [_________(0.9)________]


_____
kept uh


    |


    |

 (0.8)

((crackling))

    |

Colson:
__|__
(.hh.t-.hh) in the background,h en can’t (tawk.h

Hunt:

hYe:[s,



       [

Colson:

       [En I wanna (tawk.hh So((h)o .hhhhh ez long iz aw c’n (help (yuh.




(0.2)  ((noise))

Colson:

And ah’m gunnuh-




(0.6)

Hunt:

mghh:[:.

         [






    

Colson:

         [I’m gunnuh see thet that (.) em g’nna see thet you don’t git [(.p.k.hh-.hh)]











  [_____(0.9)_____]



a ba:d break (outta this( I




(0.4) ((whoom))

Colson:

tell yih sometime about tha[t. (b’t)-






     [

Hunt




     [I would (hope (tha:t* eh (somewher along the



li:ne?=(uh: thee uh people who were paraly:zed initially by this within the White



Hou:se, .hhh would NO:W start tuh give: uh: some creative: uh ((thinking duh 



the affai:r?=en[d   u  h]




          [           ]

Colson:


          [Oh: tha]t’s fi:ne. Tha[:t’s  true. ]







       [
           ]

Hunt:





       [And (see)] and some uh affirmative (ACtion 



fer Chri’sake.=

Colson:

=That’s (true. mhhh Thet’s (true.

Hunt:

I mean I think now is the (time (for it.hh

Colson:

°°eh[Well°°



       [

Hunt:

       [And we ixpect it no(:w ’nd ë-and we (want it*,

Colson:

Yep,mhh

Hunt:

And oo:zh, the election’s outta the wa:y uh: the initial terror of: a number’v

:

people?=iz subsided? Some people of already left the idministration?=in thet’s 



all duh the ((good. .h[h .hh





         [

Colson:



         [Mmhm?

Hunt:

So now it’s pared (down dih the point where uh a few people ought tih be able duh



really concentrate on this, get the god damn thing outta the way once ’n fer (a(:ll.

Colson:

Mmhm?
Hunt:

.hhhh Becu:z uh: I don’t want to uh hhhuhh hh- .hh uh (bo(h)o(h)re y(h)ou hh

Hunt:

with what it’s been li:ke but it hasn’t been pleasant for any of [ u s. ]










         [        ]

Colson:








         [uh-O]h: Jesus



Christ I (know it.=(I hope) yih doing some (writing.=tik keep yerself busy en:d



[eh



[

Hunt:

[Oo I a:m yah:,h (.) I a:m I don’t know if anything’ll ever (.) come’v it buud (.)



(it’s a good* [(.hh .hh .hh)] uh::,h (0.4) We:ll it (keeps my: mind fr(h)’m hnh=




         [_____(0.7)____]

Hunt:

=fr’m m(h)y plight, le[t’s put  it ]that way





         [

]

Colson:



         [Mm: hm?]




(0.4)

Hunt:

uhh uhh .hhhhh S:o thet* uh:m,hh uh I: gih-uh I w’z never clear in my own mi:nd



en I’m: still not ’n I’m not gonna ask you, .hh th:at uh(: (0.4) ë-one a’ the initial



outputs (uh: thet I ed read about was ’et well (0.8) (uh-:-: this’s done by a buncha



1wil:d ass guy:s ’n so for=W’l (that’s fi:ne (duh for) wir pertecting the guy:s who



(0.6) who were really respon(sible. .p.t But now thet that’s uhr (0.3) En then’v



corth that’s a continuin:g uh: ruh re(quirement*,h .hh but it the same time this’s a



two way stree:t*,h




(.)

Colson:

Mmhm,

Hunt:

.kh [A n : d  u]h



      [
         ]

Colson:

      [Mmhm? ]




(0.3)

Hunt:

iz I: said befo:re?=we think thet now is the ti:me when: uh some moves sh’d be



made end .hh (surely the (cheapest commodity available is mon(ey. .hhh These

Hunt:

lawyers hev not (been paid*.h




(0.3)

Colson:

Hm.=

Hunt:

=There’re (large: sums’v money outstanding.=That’s a’ principal thi:ng (0.3) ar



(living allowan(ces?=which er due again eh thee thirdy first a’ this month?h .hh



uh that’s: we want tha:t stuff well in ha:nd?=in fer some [months in id(VA:nce.










 [

Colson:








 [p
Colson:

Mmh[m,



        [

Hunt:

        [I-dee- I think these er all reasonaable requests they were all promised .hh i:n



idva:nce [uh-a:nd uh .pk uhr (.) reaffirmed fr’m time dih time dih my attorney in:=




 [

Colson:

              [p
Hunt:

=((so (forth.=So .hhh in turn (I’ve been giving commitments tih the people ’oo



look tuh me:.h




(.)

Colson:

Mmhm?



(0.6)

Hunt:

°A:nd uh:°=

Colson:

=I foll’  .t




(0.6)

Colson:

I’m reading yih=

Hunt:

=So[:



      [

Colson:

      [Yih don’[t-]Yih don’ needa be ]




        [   ]

      ]

Hunt:


        [ h]h  I   n o o   y o u  a](h)re,hh[h








       [

Colson:






       [don’t ne[ed duh be]









         [
            ]=

Hunt:







         [ I  don’t  ]

Colson:

  [m o r e   i x p l i c i t .]



=[

            ]

Hunt:

  [(I don’ wanna buhlay]bor i[t






        [

Colson:




        [.t.hhhhh No it isn’ a (quesh’n (a’ that. It’s just



thet* uh th’ less: (.) the (less (.) specific I know the better [(off I a]m.(=










    [
    ]

Hunt:








    [ Okay, ]

Colson:

=.hh.hh Better off (we (are.h You er. hh[uhh heh h]a








  [
     ]

Hunt:






  [ Alright,  ]

Colson:

.t.hhhhh[h



[

Hunt:


[S[o-(Parkin=seems]




   [

       ]

Colson:


   [ (No I din’t  mkh ]h-hh[m






   [

Hunt:





   [uh: Parkinson is out a’[tow:n til next Monday]










  [


]=










  [((------floor-polishing ]

Hunt:
_____
  [et which ti:me a memorandum,]


    |
=[



  ]


 (0.3)
  [machine?------------------------))]((bec[omes ve]ry  [loud----------------------))]


    |




           [

]     [


         ]

Colson:
__|__




           [Mmhm, ]     [


         ]=









      [


         ]

Hunt:







      [is goina be lai:d on hi:m: ]



  [((fading----))]



=[
           ]

Hunt:

  [an[d he’s goi]ng dih be made awa:re of thee



       [
           ]

Colson:

       [(Yhheah.)]




(0.2)  ((absolute silence))

Colson:

I’ll tellyih one thing I’ve said dih (people. hhAnd uh ey jus’ wantche duh know



this: hh h-eh bec’z uh think it’s import’nt.knh (I ev told peo(ple.hn-the truth.=



thet I’ve known you fer a long time. .t.hhhhhh thet uh mkk(hhmh I’ve considered



you a pers’nal (frie:nd,hh (eh::m.h yer a pers’n in whom I’ve had a high reger:d



in high confidince. [.hhhhhhhhh (0.3)] h-ay: patriot, mhhh real patriot, nh .t.hh.hh=





     [________(1.2)_______ ]

Colson:

=(0.3) h-an:’ thet* (0.2) hed (you: (.) ev(er.h been the one (m)aster(minding



this.( it never would of,h °(nh° .hh fallen apar:t.hh thet*, .hhh (.) the reason thet



I em convinced,hh en I’ve (.) told this to thë (0.2) .p Feder’l authorities ’n a’ gran’



(jury. .hhh.hh h-uh(:m (.) the reas’n thet I’m convinced thet you Howard Hunt



never had a (go:d damn thing duh do with (this. (0.5) .hh or if you did ev enythin’



duh do with it it w’z on the peripher(ies. .hhh.hhh is thet if you ever did it you’d



do it a lot smarter (th’n th[is.(





   [

(  Ø  ):



       ((w)) [(Exac’ly)=

Colson:

=And uh .p




(0.8)

Colson:

you know.=thet I’ve know:n how you’ve op’r[ated over th’ years].h








         [

              ]

Hunt:






         [ C  h  u  c  k      i  f]: uh:::: if (I’d


ha:d my say id never would’ve been done et a:ll.=

Colson:

=We:ll,p O(kay.




(0.6)

Hunt:

Led me put it that wa[y c’z I’m in th’]





        [                        ]

Colson:



        [Say  n o  more.]




(.)

Hunt:
_____
puhsition of another fellow too:,h


    |


    |

(0.4)


 (0.7)

(    ):
    |
.hhh=


    |

Colson
__|__
=Say no more.hh

Hunt:
 ____
Aa’right.hh


    |


    |

(1.3)


    |

Colson:
 (1.7)
p

    |


    |

((tik))


    |

Hunt:
__|__
C’z there’s:,hh thur w’z uh,hhh=

Colson:

=Say no [(more.




 [

Hunt:


 [(high risk low (gain.




(0.4)

Hunt:

O:(kay. ihh=heh-[eh





  [

Colson:



  [Well.=I (never knew about - you know ’course: obviously I



neve[r-



       [

Hunt:

       [That’s (ri[:ght. ]




           [        ]

Colson:


           [knew] o[f  the (god damn-  ]






[

      ]

Hunt:
_____



[An’ there (w’z o:l-)]


    |

(  Ø  ):
    |

(.t.hhhhh)


    |

Colson:
  (1.2)
p


    |
    


    |

((tih-ti[k-uh))


    |

          [

Hunt:
__|__

          [And I’ve always maintai:n’ do:,h tih  my attor(ney?=(uh: who’v



course has my complete caanfid’nce in this matt(er?=th[et*   u h]: .hhh thet chu,=










[
 ]

Colson:








[Mmhm?]

Hunt:

=abs’lutely hed nothing duh (do (with i[t.








[

Colson:






[No: (shit*.




(.)

Colson:

W(h)al uh tellyih if I’d ever known it w’z comin’ I would of zed dih you iz a



frie:nd .hh.hhh  ((smile voice))

Hunt:

Yah?
Colson:

if some ass’ole wants tuh do this fine but don’t chu git (.hh.hh) in(vulvd 

Colson:

.t.hh[h



       [

Hunt:

       [Yeah[:




   [

Colson:


   [I mean if i:f yih-you in (I: (if we’d ever had a convuhsation like



[that I would of said my (go:[d.



[


        [

Hunt:

[(Yah)


        [Yah,

Colson:

don’t- (0.5) °do:n’t.(chi know.°( bih-bu[t







           [

Hunt:





           [Well,=

Colson:

=b[ut the (poi]nt ah- the (point I ev made is thet .hhhhhh (0.3) yer a sma:rt (0.5)=



    [
          ]

Hunt:

    [ (thet w’z) ]

Colson:

=amoh- uh- a-amon:g, many other qualities you are ay brilliant* hhhh aaper(ator.h



hAn:d brilliant op’ratiz? hhhh jus’ don’t git (indih this (kine ’v a thing.(=So, uh-



I’ve,h ü-I:’ve hel:d uh en:d en I w’z ass’ (by .hhh.hhh an’ this is why I don’wanna



know anything differ(ent.=This is why I w’z ass’ by the (Bur(eau well ((tik



click)) what about uh:m, hhh heh-.heh h=(ehhh, bmhhh-hh what about (Hunt.=’n



I’d say well I c’d fer- hones(’ly sa:y( look I’ve known this guy a long time.=eez a



ver(y smart felluh. An’ I (0.2) can’t, nh .t.hhh fer the life of me: c’nceive, thet ’ee



would ever git (imself indih this kine ’v a situation(=So .hhhhh (.) ü-I wanna be



able duh stay in that puhsition. (hmhh hmhh)




(0.4)

Colson:

That’s why: buh- I don’,hh hhIhh d’hh whh(h)anche dih t(h)ell me any(h)think.



.h[hh .hh beyond (thet.knhh



   [

Hunt:

   [Yah:.

Colson:

.khh.hhh Give my love tih Dorothy willyih,[h








     [

Hunt:






     [Alright I (wi::ll, h[ü-u h : : :  ]










          [

  ]

Colson:








          [I know it’s] hard

Colson:

on you en the kids (’n: and eh=

Hunt:

=It’s awful tough. My daughter up et Smith is really getting a rough ti:[me,











          [

Colson:









           [Is she really,

Hunt:
_____
mpgh! Very, (.) very very hard time yah.


    |

(  Ø  ):
 (0.6)
(.hh.hh)


    |

Colson:
__|__
p We:ll, (.) yihknow?=I tell(yuh.hh eh:b,hm- (1.2) uh I (fin:d thit- (.) thet* eh:,



kmhh- (0.5) it’s only the rough experiences in li:fe?=in you’ve had jer share of

_____
(’em.=Go:d kno:ws.
    


    |


 (1.0)

((whooshing noise))


    |

Colson:
__|__
uh-uh:m thet rilly hard ’n yih in make (.) make something outta yih?hhh and uh,



yih learn by ’em? (0.3) .p.t.hhhhh h-an’ become a better ma:n for it? nhhhh

_____
ü-and uh,h

    |

(  Ø  ):
    |
((w)) (Tha:t’s that,)


 (0.8)


    |

(0.2)


    |

Colson:
__|__
ë-eh-:-:m

    |


    |

(0.2)


 (0.9)

(  Ø  )
    |
((w)) (Write it down.)


    |

Colson:
__|__
Wi’ll talk about that the::re (ih yih( you’ll c’m out’v this fine, I’m puhsitive of



it? nkhh .t.kh

Hunt:

Well I want all of us (t’) come out of it fihhhne khh[.hk









     [

Colson:







     [Yea:h, it’s jist a go:d



da[mn  shame. ]



    [
            ]

Hunt:

    [’cluding you]:.




(0.4)

Colson:

Well,[(.hmh.hmh.hmh.hmh)] .p I:’m (w’l yihknow I’m (uh-uh-ih-gm( m:y-=



        [___________ (0.8) _________]

Colson:

=(mg-mg( pahhh-ahhh puhsition: eyuh: mhh (0.9) (eh-:-: (0.4) I suppose iz



been hurt ’n (one se:nse thet I’ve been: <had- been (publicly ta:rred (by



.hhhhhhh haa:bviously people around here know I didn’ have ’nythi=duh do



with it?



(0.8)

Colson:

.hhhhhhhhh p But so be it. Wi’ll all c’m out iv it, don’ worry abüt that*.hhh



That’s the la:s’ thing dih worry abüt.knhh And ehb I understand this message 



in lemme eh mh[h




            [

Hunt:


            [Okay if you[ c’n do something abah]t it*=






      [


       ]

Colson:




      [lemme get it unduhway.]

Hunt:

=uh: .hh I’d ü-I would think the sooner they c’n get moving on it the [better.











       [

Colson:









       [p

Colson:

Okay,




(.)

Hunt:

Awrigh[t



            [

Colson:

            [Great Howard*,h

Hunt:

(Welp) good dih talk tih you=

Colson:

  [Take ca:re,]



=[
        ]

Hunt:

  [en  en (ah’]ll discuss with Bittman whether he still feels he needsa talk tih



(yo[u.



      [

Colson:

      [p Alright, and (0.3) yeh soon ez I: fee:l: (.) thet (0.3) the situation: the



future iv the thing is clear enough. .hh.h[h







            [

Hunt:





            [Yah

Colson:

wur you in I kin git tihgether (.) w:e’re kmhh damn well gunnuh do it. But (.)



I don’ wanna do it* .hhhh[hh






  [

Hunt:




  [No no (no.

Colson:
_____
pre[maturely becuz what it’ll do is cawz


    |
     [

Hunt:
    |
     [(      no),


    |


 (0.5)

(0.3)


    |


    |

((clank))


    |

Colson:
__|__
(ih-ü-Well- mg=it’ll limit (.) ü-my abili[idy duh] help y]ih.







            [
]
]

Hunt:





            [  I    :    ] u  h -  ]

Hunt:

ü-Chuck I understand that c’mpletely.




(.)

Colson:

I’m sure you (do. You [know it’s ]





            [
   ]

Hunt:



            [Believe m]e[:.







       [

Colson:





       [it’s ü-ah’m in [ a  better  puhsition.  ]









     [


  ]

Hunt:







     [Which is why I never] tried



dih git in touch with you.=

Colson:

=hn I’m in a bett(uh puhsition dih help yih .hn.t.hhhhh.hh eh:b (0.2) eghh: if I:



(.) kin hones’ly swea:r? (.) u:nder oa:th (which I( (.) ((click)) (0.2) kin do:-:,



theh I don’  know a go:d dem thing a(bout (it.[An’ I (don’t. .hhhh.hh.hh








           [

Hunt:






           [(          )

Colson:

And eh .hhh iz long iz I’m in (that puh(sition then I kin nhh say what kind ’v 


 ____
a guy I think Howard Hunt is?=’n why I think this is eh=mkh bum rap*.


    |


    |

(.)


    |

(    ):
    |
(.hmhhhh hmhhh[hh.)


 (1.5)


 [

(    ):
    |


 [.khh


    |


    |

(.)


    |

Colson:
__|__
Okay, (hmh[hhhhh)




     [

Hunt:


     [O(ka:y,

Colson:

Take care Howard wi’l[l  b e   in] touch ]





           [
             ]           ]

Hunt:



           [Awright ](ebuh)] dat- Is yer family alright?hh=

Colson:

=Ah ther doin’ fine.

Hunt:

Yer boy’s doing well in school I’[m  sure ]







  [
   ]

Colson:





  [ëYeah::] he’s doeen great*.hh=

Colson:

=ëA[n  d    u  h  ]



       [
             ]

Hunt:

        [huh hhuh?] ha [ha





        [

Colson:



        [ëHe’s et Princeton?=en he’s take- yihknow he’s takin’a



1lotta hee-((ee.=ju[s’ like] yer talk’n about eh .hhhh[h





     [
   ]


       [

Hunt:



     [Yeah,]   


       [(Oh he must ha:ve=

Hunt:

=ya[h,



      [

Colson:

      [Oh: sure.=uh mean when: uh-[when  u h]







   [
        ]

Hunt:





   [Well a(bo]ut erv Well the only counsel 



I g’n give my daughter is thet (0.2) people who would do that sort a’thing  



er the kind ’oo would (.) pull the wings off flie:s,

Colson:

Mm(hm

Hunt:

.t.hhh En they’re not really the sort of people she would (really wanta have 



iz frie:nds?=er: even ev: associates in any (ca:se.=

Colson:

=We:ll I said the same thing dih my son y’know when the indictmints were



announced thet-[.hh.hh





[

Hunt:



[Yah:-

Colson:

He said everybuddy et Princeton said* uh .hhhh aw yer ol’ man beat the rap.h



ek-[egh:-



     [

Hunt:

     [Yeah yeah yah=

Hunt:

=that sort[a: sh(i t).]




  [
     ]

Colson:

               [ëIsn’ that] Isn’ that great,[hh







     [

Hunt:





     [Yea[(p)








[

Colson:






[Yihknow d’z’n’ that make yih feel



w:onderful? whhhh whhooee J(h)(ee(zis .hh .hh Yeh I said the same thih duh



him in he’s gotten so he, doesn’t (.) (nay cheg iz out).nhh that’s the price .hhhh



That’s the price yih pa::y (.) fer serving yer country? An:d (.) yihknow? yer



gunnuh take the good with the (ba:d (thet’s all.




(.)

Colson:

So if you b’lieve in whatcher doin’? .hhh you believe in whatcher (do(in’.=



That eh hass to be the uldimate (.) consolation fer all iv iss. .h[h .hh .hh .hmhhhh










        [

Hunt:








        [We:ll it dit does



indee:d,h .hh Er you gonna gbe able dih gi-take s’m time o:ff



[in the near future?]



[

     ]

Colson:

[God  I  h o p e   so] Howard I’m plannin’ to in December some time,

Hunt:

(Ye[ah.



       [

Colson:

       [’f I c’n (0.2) possibly, .hmhhh.p.t wheel outta here but* uh (0.2) .hh.p.t

Colson:

.hhhh Well (you take care a’ yerself,h 




(.)

Colson:

Don’ let’t getche, hhnhh

(Hunt):

(  [                      )]



   [

  ]

Colson:

   [Don’ lit it- Do]n’ lit i(.)t eh:b .p.kh Don’ let it wear dow:n that great spirit,



mhh[ h n ]



      [        ]

Hunt:

      [hhhO[(h)(okay,h]




   [
         ]

Colson:


    [A n d   e h] .hh-.hhhhh h-uh: we got the Presid’nt nh in fer four

Colson:

years ’n thank Gad fuh the country we do: s[o








      [

Hunt:






      [Ixac’ly ye:s.=

Hunt:

=(i[t’s the preesoo)



    [

Colson:

    [h-That’s uh: .p.hh Yihknow, w-when yih go duh sleep it night, .t.k ih: yih



kin put up with a lotta pers’nal grief,hh (.hh.hh) (.) if yih think thet uh:b=mhh



(0.2) .p.khhhh (.) there er alwih- there er al:weez things bigger then yer(self.=



you( know thet rilly that’s true en ehw eh the (moment (.) in life:, when (.) 



things er not bigger then (yerself .hhhhhhhh then yer all washed up.=

Colson:

mhhh[hh



         [

Hunt:

         [Oh (ye:s.




(0.3)

Hunt:

Yeah.

Colson:

You en I know that (we [spen’ ar lives ]>thet way<]






  [
            ]
      ]

Hunt:




  [Uh well I had] a   l  i  f  e ]time of serving my



country?=’n ön a sense I’m still doing it.

Colson:

°That’s right.°




(0.6)

Colson:

.p Damn right.  .p.k.hhhhuh hhu-Oka:y pal,

Hunt:

Okay, goo[d tih (talk tih you,(]




   [

           ]

Colson:


   [Wi’ll be  d a l k i n’.]

Colson:

(Tha[nk uh bihss)



       [

Hunt:

       [(A w k a y )

Colson:

Bahbye





- - - end recording - - -
� The day of the phone call, the 13th, comes from John Dean’s book, Blind Ambition, 1976, pages 152-154


1 The Watergate Special Prosecutor’s Force transcript has Colson saying “I’ll be glad to talk to him”.














1  For “Well  that’s fine (duh for)”, the WSPF transcript has Hunt saying “Well that’s fine, after all…”


1 In standard orthography, Colson’s “hee-((ee” would be rendered as “hea-((::t” (i.e., ‘He’s taking a lot of heat”).





