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Telephone Call, Nixon and Haldeman

April 25, 1973, 7:46-7:54 p.m.

Nixon:

…pleas[e,



            [

Op:

            [Thank (yo.




(1.4)




((tape glitch))




(.)

Nixon:

eeYah.

Hald:

Yessir

Nixon:
 

.t.hh.hhh hh ( is there (any (uh hhh hh=uh wa:y thet* uh shh(- .hh h=e(ven::




sirrup (((((1.4)(((( creetly er otherwi:se I mean thet* in a pra( way you c’d



.hhhhh (0.6) °°c’d°° (0.4) determine: (0.4) ü-whether uh (2.4) (ü)-this matter 



of whether .hhh.hh (0.3) n-nD(ea:n (0.5) might iv uh walked in there with a



rechorder on ím?




(0.8)

Nixon:

hhI don’know.

Hald:

No:.




(0.3)

Hald:

N[o( I don’t think there is inny wa[y.



   [



    [

Nixon:

   [N(o



    [Mhh hhm




((click))

Nixon:

Mghm.

Hald:

.h Ah( think yih gotta- (0.4) thih( so remote iz tuh be:

Nixon:

°Mm[(hm.°



        [

Hald:

        [.hh-.hh( almost beyond possibility, .hhhh

Nixon:

nYe[hp(


       [
Hald:

       [En(:d uh




(0.5)

Nixon:

.p.huhh.hheh[h




        [

Hald:


        [En if ’ee did there’s(



(0.3)

Nixon:

Yep(
Hald:

.hh[h



     [

Nixon:

     [Well we’ve (got it. <I mea:n it’s it’s( But the point i:s that’s (.) that-




that’s er: that’s a real bo:mb isn’it*.




(0.7)

Hald:

(Uh(:: it’s eeyah?



(0.2)

Nixon:

Sure i:s. .p.hh (That (.) that’s what (.) may be his bo:mb.=in other words he



(ud [put it)  ]



      [
      ]

Hald:

      [Nuh no]: I khh hI[]





         []

Nixon:



         []put that on the desk with Henry Petersin:=siz I I got 



 a recording a’ the Presiden’ a’ Unit*ed States?=’n: here’s what ’ee (said.

Hald:

Well (0.7) th(at would be (0.3) very hard-

(0.2)

Nixon:

.hhh If ’ee did it? .hhh Then we[’d  say  y e s :]

            [
          ]

Hald:




            [virsh’ly impos]sible. 




(0.4)

Nixon:

hW’l not virtch’ly impossible if he did (it?=we’d say yes sir: that was



a recording?=en I: was investiga[t i n g  ]







[            ]

Hald:





[That’s r]ight,

Nixon:

.hhhh On the other ha:nd heh hheh .hh hit’d be go:d damn hard ah 



mean: ’ee run that ’n the press that’d be:: .t.hhh [p r e t]ty(







            [          ]

Hald:






            ([Yeah.]Th’ts right.)

Nixon:

But we:[ll




[

Hald:


[Yea:h?

Nixon:

No way duh,h no way duh find (out is [er.







           [

Hald:





           [That’s: no.h





(0.2)

Hald:

There isn’any, there isn’any .pshhh

((tik))

Hald:

(Yih kno(w) no way anybuddy would (kno[:w.   Ik]cept  h i : m.]








      [           ]
              ]

Nixon:






      [We ’av]no rih (    )?]

(    ):

.p.hhh(
Nixon:

record of: uh: we don:’ev any (0.3)( round ess tuh whether he az:



[ done  t h a t ] before hev [we:?  ]



[
         ]

    [          ]

Hald:

[We’ve none.]                   [We’ve]none.

Nixon:

.hhh.hhhh

Hald:

(t’s been no evidince, (.) at any time under: any circumstances en I’ve-



(0.3) in uh’v ben involved in enough 

(    ):

.hhhhhh




(0.3)

(    ):

.t

Nixon:

°(degree[:?)°



             [

Hald:

             [yihknow wher eez (coming) on thet I (.)’d=I’d

(Nixon):
.t’hhhhhhh

(Nixon):
(Hm,)(
Hald:

I’d jis’ find it,h

(Nixon):
(Hm,()

Hald:

(reed) (0.8) i:mpossible: duh think thet (.) thet there would (0.4) thet 



it’s (0.4) yihknow c’d (po(ssibly be the case.




(1.6)

Nixon:   _____(Mm: h[m.


     |
           [


     |
           [((bunk))


     |


     |

(0.2)


  (1.0)


     |

((click))


     |


     |

(0.2)


     |

Nixon:   __|___ .hhhh O(ne thing about tho:se ü-thet’s: those things thet’s uh- ah(


(think thet* .hhhh (ev’n) when a fellow walks in hhI mean I didn’ l:ook



et im that closely butchu were there b’t .hhhh (0.2) °Go:d (damn° I mean



I, hhhI w’d (.) I’d think thet iss it’s a little: it’s ih=eh-eh=ih- (.) ë-even



the smallest ones er: bulky enough thetche:=mean: w’th a fella like Dean



yi’d sorta see thet wouldn’tche=where duh where dih you carry ’em in yer



hip, pocket?=er yer: .hhhhh hip( [uh breast pocket?]







 [

     ]

Hald:





 [ Or  a strap under ] yer arm yihknow(
(what) they carry a (0.2) pistol holster er sump’n?




(0.5)

Hald:

(lin[g burburs)



     [

Nixon:

     [(Mm hm,




(.)

Hald:

[(    )



[

Nixon:  ____
[Yep


    |


    |             
(1.4)


    |


 (1.7)

         
    |

((click))


    |

Nixon:
__|__
We::ll?



(.)

Hald:
_____
Th(at’s jus’


    |


    |

(0.3)


 (0.5)


    |
((cla[ck))


    |
       [

Hald:
__|__
       [hI really don’t think it’s: ih-it’s so remote iz tih be omost 



beyon[d the]:



         [        ]

Nixon:

         [Yah ]

Hald:

r-realm [of po]ssibili[(ty.




[        ]
       [

Nixon:
_____

[Yah]
        [°(Yah.°


    |

(Nixon):(1.2)
.hhh.hhhhhh


    |

Nixon:
__|__
(B(ut)[this matter] (no[thing is roo=beyond the realm’v=



          [
                ]       [

Hald:

          [(               )]       [(       )?

Nixon:

=phhho(h)ss[(h)ih .h he]h[(heh heh]




       [
            ]  [
      ]

Hald:


       [N o (h) :? ]  [That’s tru]e:.




(.)

Hald:

B’t

Nixon:

.hnh[hh


                   [

Hald:

      [uh:

Nixon:

(Yah.




(0.5)

Hald:

En: en: °e[h°




   [

Nixon:


   [But a’course,h .hhh (.) i(f we: uh,h draw the sword on



(tha:t* it’s uh:(uh:(uh (.) (t’s uh

Hald:

üngh I think if (.) if that’s the subjict he has in mind thed ’ee he’s jis’


_____
gunnuh do it on the basis of iz own-


    |


    |

(0.6)


    |


 (1.3)

((click))


    |

(    ):
    |
(Yeeuh.)


    |

Hald:
__|__
yihknow iz own record afterwards there’s no track.hh[h









         [

Nixon:







         [Oh well.




(.)

Nixon:

On (that (.) wi’ll des(troy ’im.




(0.3)

Hald:

A:nd uh

Nixon:

He’s his word again[sh .hhhhhhhhhh





      [

Hald:



      [Yihknow from the (base [’ist’ry ’v)  ]








         [                 ]

Nixon:






         [His word a]g[a i n s h     ]










      [                 ]

Hald:








      [(wuh-) or s]ump’n



like [that]



      [       ] 

Nixon:

      [ His ] (.) üwer (.) what? His word against the President’s ü-[(ah .hh










            [

Hald:









[Yah

Nixon:

(et (.) (thee uh:: (0.4) ( (0.2) thee uh:,h 




(.)




((squeaking clank))

Nixon:

Wel( (.) y-you were there b’t (.) puh(tic’ly the President’s (on tha:t.=is gunnuh




((whirring noise)) (
Nixon:

Thee: only other:: thing is of course his, conversation with regard tih thë,h 


_____
’mean that little-


    |

                 |

(0.2)


 (0.3)


    |

((who[osh))


    |

         [

Nixon:  __|___


         [(       ) in yer (off(ice about thë .hhh[hh









     [

Hald:




      


     [Ye(



(0.3)

Hald:

But th[at w-



          [

Nixon:

          [°uh°

Hald:

m(



(.)

Nixon:

But (.) that w’z so ca:sual




(0.3)

(Nixon):
[(that)



[

Hald:
_____
[I don’t think yoo gunnuh have a


    |


    |

(0.3)


    |


(1.9)

((clatter))


    |


    |

(1.3)


    |

Hald:
__|__
have the probl’m with tha:t.




(0.8)

Hald:

’mean (0.9) other then, <other then




(0.2)




((hiss))

Hald:

p’ra(ps en effert tuh: tuh base it on i:z conversation, (.) ’mean yihknow



i:z memorandum afterwards er .hhh.hhh if ee’d done sump’n like (that 



but ugh-ungh he didn’t usually do tha:t.




(0.9)

Nixon:

Di(dn’ee?h




(0.3)

Hald:

Mm-mm.h




(.)

Nixon:

(idn’ee ( ’Ee didn’ write conversations memorandum?=

Hald:
_____
=nNot usually,


    |


 (1.6)

((metallic clanking, sliding noise))


    |

Nixon:
__|__
(Hm.


    |


 (0.5)

((whoosh))


    |

Nixon:
__|__
Then ’ee prob( did on this one: b’t(
Hald:

That’s (0.6) L’k I said it sound’ iz if ’ee had no:tes which yeeu (.) you said



ÿou thought ’ee di:d. .hhh (duss teek([ik()







         [

Nixon:
_____




         [Hn:.


    |


 (0.7)

((whooshing noise))


    |

Hald:
__|__
S(uh ’ee: m=yihknow might iv,

Nixon:

Yah. .h[hh


                         [

Hald:

            [use’ that tuh:[(b e e s   s e e s   u : p.)]





        [


        ]

Nixon;



        [eeYah  (t  h a : t  but  I] mean muh (.) muh( he didn’

Nixon:

make any notes in: [(any conversation=ever had with ’im he alweez sat=





     [

Hald:



     [Yah.

Nixon:

=the:re en::d .hhhhh( (0.2) en then probably?=ez uh(:: mebbe. (.) with a good



mem’ry?=you g’n go back ’n write every[thing yih hell yih re(mem(ber:.=








  [

Hald:






  [Yah,

Nixon:

=B[ut uh .hh.hh He so ’ee sorta made a memora:ndum a’the c:onversation=



     [

Hald:

     [Yah,

Nixon:

=afterwards?=’n:d I said this ’n that. .hhh B’t( other han:d, (0.3) uh Ziggler:



had a good point about Dean uh which he made a few days ago: he said 



.hhhhh John Dean;’s credibility is,h .hhh n:(il(:[:.








            [

Hald:







[°Uh huh°

Nixon:

Becau[se  u h : . ]



          [
              ]=

Hald:

          [’T’s right.]

Nixon:

=the Dea:n: repor:t?=ess proved dih be: false?=’n everything e:lse?=en



yo[u  (heer)  s]ump(‘n say)? .hhh en that;s what we’ve gotta have in=



    [                 ]

Hald:

    [ ’T’s right.]

Nixon:

=(mind (’eer.=now.=without .hhh ha( (0.2) you en John dih git too god



damn dis(couraged a(bout this.=becuz basically,hh John Dea:n, .hhhhh



uh(::: in’z repor:t?=uh:: thet he’s now claimed ’ee didn’ make?=hi:s uh:



.hhh hï( suberna:tion of perjury:?=hi:s: everything e:[l s e?  u h : ]



    





       [
               ]=

Hald:

     





       [That’s right.]

Nixon:

=He, (.) he’s uh eh: who the hell is tuh belie:ve what it (.) what eez gonna



say (now=(en eez saying it no:w fer what (purpose (he’s .hhhh he:’s



gonna be of course uh: .hhh saying well I, thehr making me the



scapegoat?=’n all the rest*? en therefore I’m gonna (.) tell a:(:ll un eez

Nixon:

gonna,h (.) iz ’ee says I’ll .hhhh ha( (0.2) w’l try: this: eh his attorney sa:ys



this edministration ri:ght up tuh the (Presi(dent. He didn’t [say thee]










     [              ]=

Hald:








     [W e : l l ]

Nixon:

=President but che know that’s what they (said.

(    ):

.k.hhhh

Hald:
_____
Yaoh, (0.2) but that’s


    |

(Nixon):(0.7)
(hhhhhhh)


    |

Hald:
__|__
That’s all (0.3) f(er( purpose when yih git down dih tryin’ duh do it deh:



they [got a v:[urry tough time.



        [
        [

Nixon:

        [Well-   [thehr

Nixon:

Theh( (.) purpose of cou:rse is tih get*, (0.6) everybuddy,h whi[ch  no]:w=










           [          ]

Hald:








           [S u r e]

Nixon:


=the prosecuter: chuh- Bob?=is not about tih give um.




(.)

Hald:

Rilly?h




(0.4)

Nixon:

No( si:r.




(.)

Nixon:

Thehr (not*. Oh:. (.) Petersen says thet* .hhhhh (0.4)(I said now a’right ÿou’ve



made jer judgmint on yer (ow:n I said (not on my bee=he said no: he says he’s



just (0.3) e( much involved iz a principal. (0.3) He’s just (can’t (do it.)




(0.4)

Nixon:

.plp (.) And frankly, I think it’s jist iz we:ll.=[I think if  .h]hhh








       [
               ]

Hald:






       [He’s (ri:ght]

Nixon:

I think if (you (.) if thÿ think yer in a puh(sition no:w thet if yih gave hhim

Nixon:

immunity: .hhhh hü( (uh: he would sit there: the rest of our li:ve[s.











 [

Hald:









 [That’s right.

Nixon:

hanging it over (yuh:. En the point i:s?=thet* uh .hh.hh n(o:w ef he’s gonna



have this pissing contest? ((ge[t) alright*? .hhhh






           [

Hald:




           [(       )

Nixon:

(et it out?=’n fight it out.=(’n: uh it’ll be a bloody go:d damn (thing- .hhhh

Hald:

(W’l I [d o n’ k n o[w)



           [
                 [

Nixon:

           [mhhh hhh! [Yhhih knowhh hhin a .hhhh( (stra:nge kind of a wa:y



that’s l:ife isn’ it.( .hhhhh In the( polls (0.2) public’ll be understood ’n it’ll be



rough ez a co::b?=’m:: .t.hhhh

Hald:

[(Well, yih know)



[

Nixon:
_____
[We’ll survi:ve?=in: [en some people:


    |


       [

(Hald): 
 (0.4)


       [(.hhh[h)


    |



    [

Nixon:
__|__


                 [some thë-ih-ih you’ll even fy( ih- you-(prob’ly



 in Mississippi you’ll find a half a dozen people thet’ll (be fer thë(


(Preside[nt.=who [(knows.




 [
    [

Hald:


  [e k h h  [HEHH .hh( Be a lot more th’n that.

Nixon:

.hhhhhh




(0.5)

Nixon:

Wel( (0.8) No, (0.4) b(t we do still have some support in the country I



hope?=(But u[h




          [

Hald:


          [Yup,

Nixon:

we shell see.

Nixon:

(Ho(pe) you agree:.

Hald:

Absolutely.




(0.3)

Nixon:

uhhh hheh heh (heh.[hh-hh





        [

Hald:



        [No queshtion.




(.)

Nixon:

heYe:h,  ((smile voice))




(.)

Nixon:

.hhhh (Yeah.




(.)

Nixon:

.hhhhh (0.2) °Thet’s (right.°

(    ):

.mpt=

Nixon:

=°.hhhh°




(0.4)

Nixon:

Deespite all thë,h (.) .hhh (po:lls in all the rest I think there=still a



hell’v a lotta people out the:re <and from what I’ve seen er .hhhh



(0.4) yuh know w’t ah mean they the:y::,h( wanna belie:ve.h That’s



the point isn’ i[t.




          [

Hald:
_____

          [Why su:re.


    |


    |

(0.4)


    |

 (1.3)

((tchik))


    | 


    |
((clatte[r))


    |
           [

Hald:
__|__
           [W(ant to in (do:.


    |


    |

(0.3)


    |

Nixon:
    |
.t.hhhhhhh


    |


 (2.2)

(0.5)


    |

Nixon:
__|__
Fine.




(3.0)

Nixon:

W(ell anyway hhI thought there w’z (jist ä, hmhhhhh (jis’(thou:ght 



thet maybe [you c’d] check the g- that thing b’t there’s[ n o ] way you=




      [            ]



           [       ]

Hald:

                   [ N o .   ]



           [No<]

Nixon:

  [c’n (check it s]o(


=[

 ]

Hald:

  [There’s   n o t ]There isn’t anything dih (che[ck.








           [

Nixon:






           [You’ve never hea:rd



thet* (uh::: thet eez ever, done that befo:r[e?]

Hald:
_____





   [uh] Never.


    |


    |

((tchik tuk))


 (1.5)


    |

(1.0)


    |

Hald:
__|__
(Never.




((tik))

Nixon:
_____
((Mm:hm, 


    |

Nixon:
 (1.1)
°.pt .hh.hhh°


    |

Nixon:
__|__
Although iz I (say if: worse comes tuh wo(:rse?=(’n: he has one(::?  Well:



we’ve (got one.( hhu[hh .h]





          [        ]=

Hald:


      
          [Yup, ]

Nixon:

<No. .h >No what I mean is< .hhhhhh( gotta live (with i[t.(









 [

Hald:








 [Mhm=

Nixon:

=That’s i[t



  [

Hald:
            


  [We:l[l, yih know: i]t’s there et lea:st in[:




           [                     ]


 [

Nixon:


           [(But*  u h (]


 [That’s ri:ght?




(.)

Nixon:

That’s ri:ght.




(0.3)

Nixon:

That’s right. .hhhhh Tuhmorrow: 




(0.4)




((tik))

Nixon:

uh: eh- there- there euth (0.4) .kh (ay there’s thë m:- there’s a little



left on: what- (0.4) th( one yih had this (da:y. Right?=

Hald:

=Yeah,




(0.2)

Nixon:

((Mm:hm,




(0.6)

Nixon:

(Tha-uh w(oo- woo- b’t you were the:(:re:. during that discussio:n?.hhh=

Hald:

=Yi(



(0.3)

Nixon:

’nd I spo:ze thet we: probably discussed*,=hhow the hell we get thë::,h



one (twun(ty.=Righ[t?





        [

Hald:



        [.hh[h






  [

Nixon:




  [.khhh (I (don’t reme[mber] i[t*.








            [        ]  [

Hald:






            [No? ]  [No[:?









     [

Nixon:








     [I 

Nixon:

do[n’t re(member it.]



    [

        ]=

Hald:

    [don’t  t h i n k  so]

Hald:

=I think it w’z (.) yihknow diss sort’v ä(r) (.) reha:sh.=of thee other



thing [ e n   b a s i]cally going induh the impossi(bili(dy of doing[it.(


         [
                ]





   [

Nixon:

         [That’s right]





   [(Mhhm.

Nixon:

.khhh.hhh [En the nex’] da:y you,hh I spo:ze the question is well didju get=




    [
           ]

Hald:


     [(           ) I-]

Nixon:

the tuh- uh one twunny.=I: may ev (ask’him (that.=I [don’(kn]o:w.









         [
            ]

Hald:





          

         [ N o : ?   ]

(    ):
_____
(hhoh)


    |


 (1.1)

((chirping noises))


    |


(    ):
__|__
(  (  )

Nixon:

I don’t think I di:d but* hhIhee [huh






            [

Hald:




            [I’m not even sure there was a sekkin.

(    ):

(     (    )




(0.3)

Nixon

.hhh[h



      [

Hald:

       [Well anyway °uh°

Nixon:

hhh! gLook listen dooih dihmorrow lemme know.=willyih?

Hald:

Yap




- - - end recording - - -

� The ( symbol indicates a momentary skip.





� The skip here goes for about (1.4).  The Watergate Special Prosecutor’s Force transcript has Nixon saying “surreptitiously or discreetly”. Haldeman, in his book The Ends of Power (p.279)


has Nixon’s utterance as “Is there any way that, uh, either surreptitiously or discreetly…”.








� “er”in standard orthography would be rendered as “a  r-”, i.e., a possible start on “a r[eal bomb]”.


� The WSPF transcript has Nixon saying “the little slip in your office”.


� Where this transcript shows Nixon saying “…chuh- Bob?”, the WSPF transcript shows him saying


“…Chuck, Bob,”.  Very possibly Nixon is starting to address Haldeman as ‘Chuck’[Colson].


� Haldeman’s utterance should be read, not as a statement, “You know it’s there” prefaced by “Well,”


but as a  statement, “It’s there”, prefaced by “Well, you know,”.





