1
12

Telephone Call, John Ehrlichman and Herbert Kalmbach 

April 19, 1973, 4:50 pm

Ehrl:

’Lo(:::.°eh°

Kalm:

Hi:.=

Ehrl:

=How’r you:.

Kalm:

I’m phhh eh’m pretty goo(h)d,=

Ehrl:

=Guhd.

Kalm:

.hh hh




(.)

Kalm:

Ehm: I:’m uh scheduled för (two duhmorrow afternoo:n.




(.)

Ehrl:

Aah:: whe:re.=et teg uh [jury er [ thee: uh]  U.  S. ] Attorn]ey.






[
[     
  ]
   ]
   ]

Kalm:



             [Et        [Yeh yeh]thee eh-] j u r y ]




(0.2)

Kalm:

Yeh the jury.=

Ehrl:

=Ah ha:h?=

Kalm:

=En I’m: schedule’ et fi:ve thirty this afternoo’ with uh with Silbert.

Ehrl:

Oh are yuh.

Kalm:

Yeah.

(Kalm):

.t.hhhh

Kalm:


I uh,hh (0.3) uh (jus’ wunduh(d) .t run throu:gh [quickly: [couple th]ings uh John









 [
    [

Ehrl:






              [((sniff))  [ S u : r e.]

(    ):

.t.hhhh

Kalm:

in line with ar (.) conversa(tion I .h.p.hhhh (0.3) I uh: got in he:re end uh la:st night 



en the:re’s a telephone call fr’m O’Brien. I returned it ’n went over the:re (.) tih(da:y,



(0.5) A::ND uh (0.8) he said the (rea:son thet wuz: ü-fer the ca:ll ez LaRue ed (.)



tol:d hi:m eh to: ask him duh ca:ll me dih say thet he ed had duh .hhh idenuhfy me?

Ehrl:

Ah ha:h?

Kalm:

in: uh connection wih thi:s?=en uh .hhh (.) en ’ee wan’d me dih know tha:t, ’n so

 
(o:n.

Ehrl:
_____
He tell yih ’bout Dea:n?

    |

(Ehrl):
(0.4)
(°hhh°)


    |

Kalm:
__|__
No:pe?

Ehrl:

.kh.hh Well Dean has: uh:,h totally coop’rated with the U.S. Attorney in the hopes



of gettin::g immunity.




(0.3)

Kalm:
_____
Mm[hm?

    |
       [


Ehrl:
    |
       [.p


 (0.8)  

Ehrl:
    |
.p.hhhhh


    |

Kalm:
__|___
H[ m  :  .   ]



   [
     ]

Ehrl:

   [Now: wh]at he say:s (er: h-how ’ee says it- (.) nobuddy seems tuh be able duh,hh



divi(:ne

.

Kalm:

Ya:h?
Ehrl:

.h Bud he:(:’s hhh[h





    [

Kalm:


                 [The who:::le (.) enchilad[a?








      [

Ehrl:






       [ï-He’s throwing off on Bob en (me



heavily.(



(0.3)

Kalm:

He i(:[s.



          [

Ehrl:
_____
          [Ya:h.


    |


    |

(0.6)


    |

Ehrl:
 (1.3)
.p.k


    |


    |

(0.3)


    |

Kalm:
__|__
°hHe is.°




(0.7)

Ehrl:

A:n’ taking the puhzizh’n thet he w’z a mere,h .h a(gent.h

Kalm:

Mmhm,




(0.6)

Ehrl:

Now: on yer,hhh epi(so:de,h=

Kalm:

=Yes sir?

Ehrl:

ë-he:: told me::? (.) buhfore ’ee le:ft so duh sp(h)eak? .hh ë-he Dea:n. .hhhh (.) to:ld



me thet really my transsaction,hh with him involving (you:, was virtually my only



area of liabil(ity.




(0.2)

Ehrl:

in this (thing.




(.)

Kalm:

°°(Yah.°°

Ehrl:

En I said well Joh:n what ’n the world er yih talking (about*. .hhhhhhh He said



We:ll?=hmhhh ë-I came dih you:,hh fr’m Mitchell,hh en I sai:d*,h uh(: Mitchell 


_____
needs money?


    |

(Kalm):
 (0.6)
(°°Right°°)


    |

Ehrl:
__|__
Uh::: could*=uh we::: ca::ll Herb Kalmbach en ask im duh raise (some.




(.)

Kalm:

°°Yeah.°°

Ehrl:
_____
An’ I said (0.2) ’n eh: e:n dee- uh Dean said t’ me en you said ye(:[s.
    |


    |







  
    [

Kalm:       |







     
    [°°Sump’n like 

             (0.6)   

    |
that°°
    |

Ehrl:
__|__
En I s(h)a(h)ys yu:p that’s (ri:ght, .hhh an:d uh,h ï-he sid we:ll? (.) that (does it,




(1.0)

Ehrl:

En I say well that’s hard fer me duh belie:ve, I don’ understand the la::w,h[.hh












   [

Kalm:










   [Mmh[m













[

Ehrl:











[but, 



I don’t think Herb ennerd in:duh this with any guildy int*ent*?h  End



[I  s u h- ]



[
  ]

Kalm:

[(No:d kn]ow[ingly,)




         [

Ehrl:


         [I cert’nly didn’t? .hhhh A:nd uh so I said I jis’ find that hard do 



ima(gine.=Now (0.4) .p (since (then I’ve retained coun(sel.




(0.3)

Kalm:

[ihYih ha]:[ve,



[
  ] [

Ehrl:

[ w h o’s ] [very good,

Kalm:

°°Oh (I see)°°

Ehrl:

And who agrees with me thet it is the remodiss kind of (.) nonsen’. [.hhh.hhh











     [

Kalm:









     [nYup,

Ehrl:

But uh hmhhh the m- the point thet I  m- (.) think has tih be: clari(fied, thet I’m



gunnuh clarify if I get a cha:nce.h  i:s, .hh thet the (rea:(s’n thet Dean hhad dih



come duh me(:. (0.2) en tuh Bo:b. where you were concerned is, thet we hed 



promised you: .hhh thet chu w’dn- not be ru:n pillar duh post by Maury Sta:nss.




(0.3)

Kalm:

And also: thet- eh-: end also thet chu kne:w I: w’z yer friend?=en: yih knew as (.) the



Pres’nt’s attorney?

Ehrl:

Sure

Kalm:

uhv never do anything (.) imprope[r?







   [

Ehrl:





   [Su:re.

Kalm:

.hh illeg’l?hh unethic’l or what(ev(e[r.







         [

Ehrl:





         [(Ri:gh[t.








        [

Kal:






        [.hhh And uh .h[h










       [

Ehrl:








       [But they- (.) thë(p)


the point is thet rather then Mitchell calling you direct Mitchell knew dar:n we:ll,



(0.2) thet chu were no longer availa(ble.




(0.2)

Kalm:

Yeuhp?



(.)

Ehrl:

Nah this w’z post* (.) April six wez it no:t?[h








     [

Kalm:






     [Yeuh, A[pril seventh,=









      [

Ehrl:







      [Yah

Ehrl:

=Yah .p.hhh So: thet* uh:m (.) uh Mitchell: en Stans (both (kne:w (.) thet ther wasn’



any point in their calling you direct, becuz (0.3) we ed gott’n you outta tha:t on the



prete:xt thet* uh you w’r gunnuh do things fer (u(:s.=

Kalm:

=That’s ri:gh[t.




       [

Ehrl:


       [.hhh An:’ so: (.) e:uh:,hh uh:w it wiz necessary for: Dean: tih come: tuh



me en then in turn tuh Bo:b, .hhh aa:- an’ plead a very urgent ca::se (0.3) uh: without



rilly getting indih any specifics ixcep’ tuh say you haftuh truss me this is very

import’nt*. .hh.hh An:d uh Mitchell: is up his (tree (’er:b  y(h)ih know ah mean is (.)

Ehrl:

is really worked up=he didn’ use that phra:se. But eez (.) iz really (0.3) exercised 

about thi:s?
Kalm:

Mm hm,

Ehrl:

ik’n I sid w’l Joh:n? (.) eh if you tell me it’s im(port’nt why (yes. .hh[h











         [

Kalm:









         [°°uh ih yuh°°

Kalm:

Yuh know w[’n:




       [

Ehrl:


        [mgh-ghm.

Kalm:

When you in I id (0.2) when: you in I ed ta:lked

(    ):

.hhh hh

Kalm:

En theh w’z after, John ed giv’n me tha(.)t* tha:t wo:rd,h (0.2) en I came in duh



s(a:y (.) (a:sk yo(u:. .p.t eh: (.) John is this in assignmint I haftih tayg on you



(seh-:d ye:s, it is? .hhhh uh: peeriyid?h en uh [ g o  for]ward,








         [
           ]

Ehrl:






         [Mmhm, ]

Kalm:

.hh.hh Then uh- (0.5) that w’z a:ll, thet I needid (.) tuh be assu:red thet* I wasn’



putt’n my family in jeopardy.

Ehrl:

Su:re.

Kalm:

.hhh And .h I would °uh° I w’ jist (.) understa:nd thet* uh: you en I are deh-



abs’ooly dihgether on tha:t,

Ehrl:

No question about it*?=uh hHerb thet I would (.) never knowingly hev put chu



in any kine of a (spot.




(0.3)

Kalm:

eeYah.




(0.4)

Kalm:

Well en when you in- (0.3) when we (ta:lked yih kne:w (.) what I w’z: about tih



(do:,

(Ehrl):

.t.hhh

Kalm:

(yihknow duh (.) go oud ’n git s’m dough for this purpose?=ah min thee,



humanitarian? en .h[hhh





      [

Ehrl:



      [Ixac(’ly=

Kalm:

=And u[h



            [

Ehrl:

            [Ih w’z a de(fense (fu[nd  uh]






          [
         ]

Kalm:




          [And a ] de[fense](fund [ i n    t]o,







               [         ]          [           ]

Ehrl:





               [far ez]   .hhh [Yeah?]




(.)

Kalm:

to, (.) eh to, support the fa:milies.

Ehrl:

That’s (it.=

Kalm:

=.hhh No:w (0.2) .hh uh:, (0.2) .hh thing thet w’z dis(quie(ting abou:t this thing



with uh( .hhhh with (’Brien was (thet* uh( .p (0.5) he said thet there is a:



m:assive ca:mpaign evidently: uh underwa:y do: indict (.) all the lawyers includeen



(0.3) including (you He-:rb,




(0.3)

Kalm:

En I jis:t (.) w’ss (.) a lid’l sho:cked it [tha-]:t.







         [       ]

Ehrl:





         [Mh.]

Kalm:

.hhhhh A-:n:d I guess what I w- what I need duh get from  (you Joh:n is



assurance. thet this is no:t true:.

(Ehrl):

(°Mh-(hm.°)=

Ehrl:

=We(:ll. I don’ kno:w:, of: any attempt tuh target chu et a(:ll.




(0.3)

Kalm:

°°Yeah.°°

Ehrl:

.hh My: (hunch (i:s, thet ther try’na get at me:, they’re try’na cor:roborat*e. 

Ehrl:

.hhhh See (what they’ve said duh Dean is thet he gets no consideration from



the:m, unless they c’n corrobor(ate

.




(0.6)

Ehrl:

Haldeman en my liabili(ty.




(1.1)

Kalm:

God iv I- .hh[h  I  g’n  j’]s make it pl](ai:n thet* uh: theu ih w’z thih humanitarian?=




       [

]
       ]

Ehrl:


        [(Mh-mh-) ](°mh-mh°) ]

Kalm:

=en no:: (0.4) (’n) nothin’(el:se.




(0.2)

Ehrl:

Yah. And ü-and the point (0.2) uh: ah thet I(b)- (.) undoubtedly never ixpress’ tih



you:. .hhhhh thet I:,hhh con(tinually oper(atid?=on the basis of Dean’s



representations tuh (me(:.




(0.3)

Kalm:

Yeuh?



(1.0)

Ehrl:

And [I had the r:] uh- ] aa-]



       [

 ]       ]      ]

Kalm:

       [It  w’z uh   ](uh) ]it w]’z no:t* improper?=

Ehrl:

=(Right*.

Kalm:

En:d uh there w’z nothin’ illeg’l a[bout   i t    ]







   [
         ]

Ehrl:




 
   [ü-Ri:ght.=S]ih eez the house (lawyer.




(0.2)

Kalm:

ïYup igza:c’(ly.h An’ I: jus’couldn’ be(lie:ve in: you would ’n- y:ou: in Bo:b in the



Presidint jis’ too good (0.3) too good (frie:nds[.hhh








          [

(Ehrl):






           [(°(Mh-[hm°)









            [

Kalm:







            [tih ever put me in the

Kalm:

pihzish’n where I’m (.) putting my (family (on the li[:ne,









        [

Ehrl:







        [Why of cou:rse.hh

Kalm:

And uh it uh i:t’s jist (.) un:believable un- (.) un(think(able. .hh No:w (0.4) uh::



(.) shell I jist .hh ah’ll jist (uh-:-: if I’m: ü-ast by this? (bah-ee) Silb’rt?=ah’ll



jis’ lay it out dis’ ig(zac’ly that wa[:y







     [

Ehrl:





     [Yeh I wouldn’ haul the Presidin’[indo it if=











       [

Kalm:









        [(       )

Ehrl:

=ye[e kin hel]p   i t ,]



      [
        ]
       ]

Kalm:

      [Oh   n o ]no I w]ill no:t.=

Ehrl:

=Bu:t uh=

Kalm:

=°No,°

Ehrl:

.hh hI think the point thet uh .pt.hh uh(:: weh-uh which I will make in the (fu(ture,



(.) uh:: if I’m given a chance,=that .hh uh:bm (.) it wuh-oo-oo-ïyou were not under ar



contro:l in any sort of a, (slavery sense,

Kalm:

No, bu[t



          [

Ehrl:

           [but thet we hed agreed*, (0.4) tha:t uh you would not be et the beck ’n call of



the Committee,




(0.3)

Kalm:

And ü-en of (course: too:, .hh thet I:- (0.3) respond only, on (or(ders. .hhh in:d uh-



you know on direction. .h A-:nd uh: if this is something thet chu fel:t (0.2)



sufficiently- .hh import’nt*, (.) a:[nd  u h :] thetchu were- (.) thetchu were uh-uss:=







 [
   ]

Ehrl:




           °°[Mm hm.]°°

Kalm:

=uh: (assu:red (this.) .hh was aldihgether pro:(per. Then I would take it on becuz, I



always do (it*. .h En always (ha:ve. .hh End you in Bo:b in the Pres’nt (know



(tha::[t.



         [

Ehrl:

         [Yeah.

Ehrl:

.hhhh We:ll. uhv-v-uh thë ez far ez pruhpriety is concerned I think we both: (.) were



relying entirely on Dea:n.

Kalm:

Yu[p?


     [

Ehrl:

     [.hhh hI made no independih judg(ment*.

Kalm:

eeYup,




(0.4)

Kalm:

eeYup,




(0.5)

Ehrl:

End I’m sure Bob didn’t eether.




(.)

Kalm:

No:, and I jist* I:’m jist* (0.3) I jist have [the (feel(een. (.) Joh:n?=








  [

(Ehrl):






  [(°(Yeh°)

Kalm:

=thet .hhh it uh .hhhhh (0.3) I don’ know w’th’r this is a weak reed.=Is  it?h

Ehrl:


r-ro: Dean?




(0.2)

Kalm:

No ah mean this .hh for(:: thih .hh ü-mean ’r they still gunnuh say well Herb



you should’ve: n-know:n?h




(0.5)

Ehrl:

ih-I don’ know how you cou:ld. Yo[u dih- y]ou didn’[make any inquirie[s?







     [
      ]
       [


[

Kalm:





     [ Right.  ]
       [(       )
            [n:Never.




(0.2)

Kalm:

En the (only inqu[iries I ma[:de uh Joh]n was tuh (you.





   [
       [

Ehrl:



   [mghh       [mgh-ghhm]

Ehrl:

Yeah,=

Kalm:

=after a:fter I talk’ to .hh to eh .h .h to:=eh John Dea[n









      [

Ehrl:







      [.p.hh An’ yih- end you found



the I didn’ know: jist a whole hell [of  a   l o : t.]






                [
           ]

Kalm:





   [Yes but chu ]said thet this is somethin’ I: thit I



(0.2) ï-haf tuh do:? [en I] (                   )





     [
]

Ehrl:



     [.t .t ] Well. Yah en the (reas’n thet I said that (.) ez you kno:w

Ehrl:

was not f’m any pers’nal in(quiry.




(0.7)

Ehrl:

But was: on the basis uff uh what ed been repre(sented (to [me.(









      [

Kalm:








      [Yeah? en un:- (.) un



thë uhm (.) ü-un: (.) to .hh to uh: pruhvi:de?=thë: defense fu:nd?=in(.) to (.) uh-:-:



(.) to take care a’ thë, families of these fellas (0.4) who were uh (0.3) then



u[h hed (not] been[:



  [
       ]
     [

Ehrl:

  [indi(gent. ]         [Yeah,

Kalm:

eh:: been foun:d neether guilty or (not (guildy.




(.)

Ehrl:

But uh en thë an’ the point being here without attempting them: rih- to induce ’em



dih do a [da:]mn (thing.]




 [    ]

]

Kalm:

              [ih-] A : b s o l ]utely (not.  En tha’ was n:(ev(er. That was igz:a:c’ly



(ri(h)ght*.

Ehrl:

Oka[y.



      [

Kalm:

      [.hhhhh No(:w.  Ken I (0.9) kin I git in: dih see you duhmorrow before I go:



(.) in there et two?



(0.8)

Ehrl:

If you wan’ to now theh’ll aa- ih=eh they’ll a:sk you,




(0.3)

Kalm:

Will they?=

Ehrl:

=Yup,




(0.4)

Kalm:

W’l maybe it shi- maybe I shouldn[’t* (     )







    [

Ehrl:





    [They’ll ask you: tuh whom you’ve (.) spoken



about cher testi(mony, .p (0.3) .hhhh An:d uh-I would app(reciate it if you w’d


_____
(.) say you talk’ tuh me.  (In California.


    |

(Kalm):
 (0.8)
°.Yhheyah°


    |

Ehrl:
__|__
Becuz et that ti:me I wiz investigating this thing for the Pres’dint.=

Kalm:

=En: not no:w?



(0.3)

Ehrl:

uu-Uh:(::w:Well, I wouldn:’ ask yih dih lie:.

Kalm:

No I know

Ehrl:

.hh Uh: but thë (.) point is,=

Kalm:

=w’z no:t. But the testimony w’ss in [Cal[iforni[a.







       [
 [         [

Ehrl:





       [kh  [.tch   [.p.hh The point i:s=yih well no ah



mean, yer re[c  o  l  l  e ]ction of s- of facts in so fo[rth .hhhhhh




       [

]


    [

Kalm:


       [You mean]


    [Ye:s I (a(gree

Ehrl:

See: uh:m: uh: I don’t think we were ever (seen t’gether out ther[e but b]ut at some=











 [
]

Kalm:









 [ N o :. ]

Ehrl:

=poi:nt*, .hh hI em goyna haftuh sa:y thet I talk’ to:: O’Brien an:’ Dea:n and uh



m-Muhgruder en Mitchell: end you: en a whole lotta (people.  .hh about this case.




(0.3)

Kalm:

Yeah

Ehrl:

.hhhhh A:nd so uh,hhhh uh(::m,h uh:(:::m:::-°mgh-mgh° (0.3) °mgh-mgh° it ih



would be consis(tint*. h

Kalm:


Nah(d) dih you: (.) d’you fee:l Joh:n (0.4) eer call’n it (.) s:traight sho:t he:re .hh.hh



(0.2) dih you uh:,h dih you fee:l assured ez you did (.) when we w’r out there thet



.hhh thet there’s no culpalbility he[re







   [

Ehrl:





    [eeYe::s e[n








       [

Kalm:






        [En nothin’ duh worry abou[t?











 [

Ehrl:










 [En: Herb



from everything I hea:r thehr not af(ter you.(



(.)

Kalm:

Yes sir




(0.2)

Kalm:

.hh[hh



     [

Ehrl:

     [From everything [I  hea:r  they-  ]





        [

       ]

Kalm:



        [Well (actually)]




(.)

Kalm:

(Barbara (.)yihknow I jist* (in[nuh)






          [

Ehrl:





          [They’re out tig- me: in they’re out tih get (Bo:b.h




(0.2)

Kalm:

My Go:d,h




(3.3)

Kalm:

.h Alright well Joh:n? Ah’ll duh, it’ll be: abs’utely clear thet there was n:(o: (0.4)



(there was n:otheen uh::: .h looking towards any: cover up er a[nything ih w]as=










           [

      ]

Ehrl:








           [  R i g h t .   ]

Kalm:

=j’s:t stric’ly fr’m yam- humanitarian? .hhh end uh .h (0.2) an’ I j’s wan’d you (.) I



jis’ when I talk’t’you I jus wanted you do idvise me:- (0.2) thet (.) it w’z alright, on



tha:t (0.2) on (that [ b a : (s]i s. ]





     [
      ]      ]

Ehrl:



     [on  that ](ba](si[s.







       [

Kalm:





       [tih go for[w  a  r  d ]








          [
              ]

Ehrl:






           [Thet ih w]as ne[cess(ary.=










           [

Kalm:








           [(       )

Ehrl:

  [ E  n  d  ]



=[
    ]

Kalm:

  [’N that’ll] be prec:(isely the [way i]t i[s.






           [
         ]  [

Ehrl:




           [Yahp ]  [.hh

Ehrl:

(Okay.




(.)

Kalm:

Alright.

Ehrl:

Thanks Her[b




      [

Kalm:


      [Thanks

Ehrl:

Bye bye.




((receiver down))




- - - end call - - -

� The Watergate Special Prosecutor’s Force transcript has, not “couple things”, but “several things”.


� The WSPF transcript has Ehrlichman saying “For who, Dean?”  That Kalmbach, in his response, uses the


word “for”in a context of ‘No, not for that, but for this’, can be evidence that Kalmbach heard Ehrlichman


saying something like “For who”.





� The WSPF transcript has Kalmbach saying “…calling a big shot here…”.


� The WSPF transcript has Ehrlichman saying “They’re out to get me and they’re out to get Bob.”





